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. THE-! 

LI F E 

. Q F 

Sign""- Magliabechi. 

AMONG the niimber of" 
eminent men wMch the 
city of Florence has produced 
fince the revival 6f litterature, 
one of the moft extfaordinary, 
and of th^ moft celebrated in 
his time, was Ai^tonio Mag- 
liabechi : And indeed there 
A 2 are 
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4 Tlx LIFE of 

are fiich uncommon things a{^ 
felted of him, and fo far ex- 
ceeding the bound* of proba- 
bility^ as may feem to require 
fome apology wtsx for repeating 
them 5 it may therefore not bq 
Improper to' premife^ that the 
chief authorities on which the 
^cpowing .account of. him is 
founded, ar^ Florentines ; that 
theltaUana. in general, and th^ 
Florentines in particular, deliglit 
in a higher and larger way of 
Ipeaking thai^ is ufual among us y 
that they deal much in fuperla- 
tives J and that their Superlative, 

like 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Sign*'' MAGLIABEC^I. 5 

Hke that In- the Latin language 
frbrti Which it is derived, figni-^ 
fiesi A^«RY MtJCH; s» well ^as,^ 
f> HE Mo&T : l^hat whatever J 
have quoted from bo(^s, isj m 
general very pun^aUy referred 
to in .the notes, and often, th© 
voy words of the authors. in^ 
iertM^ and that whatever is not 
(o authorized, is what .1 .have 
learned iin wnyeiiation with gen- 
tlemen of the city of Flo|-ence,r 
who were perfop>ally acquaint- 
ed with Magliabechi, men of 
learning and reputation, and of 
very good credit, both for know-. 

iedge 
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6. rthe I;>iPBof .y- 

ledge arid vemcity. Th\is a- 
fliftcd, . I hate :undentalj^a to 
give ibme ajccQutit of this ex^- 
ordinaxy, andi^: much admired 
maa.; . ' ^i . ■ , .••■, •. 

' MkcLiABECHi 'was borti at 
Florence on the 29th oFO^o- 
ber*, in the year 1633:'' His 
parerits' Were oJT fo Ibw and 
mean a rank, that they were 
very well latisfied when they 
had got him into the" fervice 
of a mian who Ibid herbs and 

* From his article in Moreri's Diftionstry. 
Nicerori, in his Mtinoires ^ur fcrvir a 
r Hiftaire des Homnies IIItiftrcs> hysy it wa& 
on the^th. 

^ ^ fruit. 
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Sign'' MAGLIABECHI. 7 

fruit. -He had never learned to 
read; .and yet he was perpe- 
tually poring ewer the leaves of 
old books, that were ufed . as 
wafte^per in his mailer's ihbp. 
A bdokfeller • whb livM in the 
neighbourhood, .and who had 
often obferved this, and knew 
tiie^bpy could not read, aiked 
him one day, ** What he meancd 
" by "ftaring fo rnuch on printed 
"paper?" He faidi. "That he 
** did not know how it was, 
" but, that he loved i% of all 
** thin^ ; that he was very un-t 
** cafy in the bufinefs he was iii, 

■^* and 
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8 . Tie LIFE of 

" and ihould be the liappiieft 
" creature in the world, if he 
" could live with him, who had 
"always fo many books about 
." him.'* The bookfeUer was 
aflonifhed, and yet plealed with 
his anfwer ; and at lafl told him; 
that he ihould not be difmclined 
to take him into his fhop, if 
his mailer would be willing to 
part with him. Young Mag- 
LiABECHi thanked him with 
tears of joy in his eyes ; and 
his happineis was highly en- 
creaied, when his mailer, on 
the bookfeller's deiire, gave him 

leave 
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Sign"' MAahlABnCRL 9 

leave to go wh^-e I^e pli^ied. 
He went therefcM-e dir€<5Uy to 
his new and mu<:h defired bufi- 
nefs*; and had not been long 
in it, before he could £nd out 
any book that was afked for, 
as readfly as the bookfeller could 
him^f. iSome time afto* this 
he learned to read, and as ibon . 

* Tl^ account I had from a gentleman of 
"Florence, who was very well acquainted widi 
^Macliabechi and his family.* There are 
other accounts very different from this. Salvini 
fays th^t he was at firfl, in an honourable, hut 
not Httcrary employ : And Father Niceron, that 
he was apprentice ^o a goldfmith. I dp not pre- 
tend to determine, which of the three accounts 
are the truefl. 

B as 
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10 The LIFE of 

as he had, he was always J read- 
ing when he could. 

He Teems never to have ap- 
plied himfelf to any particular 
ftudy. A paffion for reading 
was his ruling paflion ; and a 
prodigious memory his great tar 
lent. He read every book alr- 
moft indifferently, as they hap- 
pened to come into his hands. 

X •« Ne' Libri, chc effer dovcvano di tutto il 
*• fuo vivere compagni infeparabili ; ne* Libri, 
•• uniche delizie, luiici fuoi amori, f ' intrat- 
*' teneva." Sahiniy Ora. Fun. p. 7. And he 
Ipeaks of his, «' Virtuofa Bramafla di fempre 
** legere," jiift after ; and confirms thefe paflages 
in feveral other places. See pages 9, 11, 22, 
and 2ji Hid. 

He 
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-%»'•• MAGLIABECHI. ii 

He read them with, a {urpiizing 
quicknefs, and yet retained not 
only the. fenfe of what he read, 
but often all the , words, and 
the very manner of Ip^ling them, 
if there was any thing pegulisir 
of that kind in any author. 

His extraordinary application, 

and talents, foon recommended 

him to Ermini*, and MarmiJ, 

the Great Duke's librarian. He 

B 2 was 

* Librarian to the Cardinal of Mcdicis. 

X Father Niceron names thefe two as his 
great friends ; and It may probably be of the 
latter that Salvini fays, *« Un nobile, Icftcrato, 
*' e gcnerofo fpirito della citta noftro dal fuo im- 



*• picgo 
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ta The LIFE of 

'W2i& by theiii intixxiuced inte ^e 
converfadoiis df die kartied^ 
and made knovm at cbttit : 
And b^an to be looked updii 
every where as a prodigy |( , par- 
ticularly for his vaft and tin« 
bounded memory. 

It is faid, that there was a 
trial made of the force of his 
memory, which, if true, is 

** piego il levo ; c nclle Ictterar ie converfazioni 
" lo introduffe ; e alia Real Corte di Tofcana 
** il fe conofcere." .Or. Fun. 'f. 7. 

II " Fu eglJ aitunirato fin da prihcipio, come 
«* un prodigio, di qaella parte principalmente 
*« ddl 'Anima che Meraoria s* appefla." Jkp. 8 

very 
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%«*^ MAGLIAB^CHI. t$ 

y^ ^Lmt^ihg. A gmd^mati at 
Fid^iiGe, who had Writteh d 
piece whkh was to be printed^ 
leht thematiurcript to Maglia^ 
s&c^i ; and fome time after it 
had iseeA returned with thankS) 
came to him again with a me- 
lancholy face, and told him of 
fome invented accident, hy 
which, he faid, he had loft his 
manufoript : The author feemed 
almoft iriconfokble for the lofs 
of his work, and intreated Mag- 
LiABECHi, whofe Ghara<9:er for 
remembering what he read was 
already very great, to try to re- 
colled 
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14 .T^he LISE. of 

coUe A as much of it as he pol^ 
fihly Gould) aiid write it jdown 
for him, againft his next vifit* 
Magliabechi afHired him he 
would, and on fetting about it, 
wrote down the whole noanu- 
fcript *j without nufling a word, 

• There is, I believe, at leaft as much difFe- 
rcnce in the Engltih and Florentine vrays of 
fpeaking, when we praife or extol anything, as 
there may be between the Florentine and the 
Oriental, A Florentine will call a good toler- 
able houTe,' for inftance, a p all ace ; and a 
little fiiug flower-garden, a pahadise. This, 
and all the other anecdotes in this account are 
from Florentines, as I have Taid before, and cer- 
tainly in moft of them, fome allowance (liould 
be made for the Florentine way of fpeaking ; I 
having generally exprelfed what I hid from them 
in their language, litterally in our own. 

or 
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%«'^- MAGLrABECHL 15 

or even varying any where from 
the fpelling. : 

By treaiuring up every thing 
he read in fo ftrange a man- 
ner, or at leafl the fubjed, and 
all the principal parts of aH 
the books he ran over; his 
head became at laft, as one of 
his acquaintance exprefled. it to 
me, " An univerfal Index both 
" of titles and matter." 

By this time Magliabechi 
was grown fb famous for the 
vaft extent of his reading, and 
his amazing retention of what 

he 
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16 The LIFE of \ 

iie haxi read^ that it h^an to 
grow common amongft the 
learned to confult him, when 
they were writing on any fub-r 
jed : Thvis, for inAmice, if a 
prieij: was going to compofe a 
panegyric on iuch a faint, ^id 
4:ame to communicate his de- 
iign to Magliabechi, he would 
dmifnediately tell him, who had 
•(aid any thing x>f that fknt, and 
in what part df their woi*ks, 
and that fometimes, to the num- 
ber of above a hundred au- 
thors. He would tell them not 
only who had treated of tlieir 

fubjed 
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Sign'' MAGLIABECHI. ^7 

ifiibjed defignedly, but of fuch 
alio as had touched upon it oa^ 
\y accidentally, in writing osi 
other fubje<93 ; both which h6 
did with the greatefl exadhiefs, 
naming the author, the book, 
the words, and often the very 
number of the page * in which 
they were inferred/ He did 
this fb often, fb readily, and ^ 
exadly, diat he came at lalt 
to be looked upon almoft as an 

♦ Salvmi exprefies this yet more Ihrongly: 
^' £t non che il libro ; ma la pagina, la 
•« Colorina, il verfo, he Additava.'' Or. Fun. 

C oracle, 
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i8 the LIFE of 

oracle*, fot the ready and full 
angers that he gave to all 
queilions, that were proppfed 
to him in any faculty or fcience 
whatever. 

It was hi» great eminence 
this way, and his vaft, I had 
aljniofl laid, iilconceivable know- 
kc^e of books, that induced 
the Great Duke, Cofimo the 

• • ♦ <« II Magliabschi fu ta«t6 rinomato per 
<< la fua Biblioteca ; 6 per il vafio fuo ikpere, eke 
*< fembiavaquafi.un oracolo, per le pronte e faggie 
«« fuc rlfpofte, in qualunque facolta ,foiIc riccr- 
** cato.** " Mancurti, in his life of Crefcen^ 
beni. See the latUr^s hiflory of Italian poetry, 
T, 6. p. 233. 

Third, 
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ly^^*^- MAGLrABECHI. 1^ 

Third, . to. do him thejionour 
of making himi his librarian; 
and what a'.hapj^nefs muft it 
have been'to Magliabechi, who 
delighted in nothing fo miich as 
in rea4ihg, to have the fupreme 
command and ufe of fiich a 
coUedion of books as that in 
the Great Duke's palace. He 
was' aifo very converfant with 
the books' in the Lorenzo Hbra- 
ry*; and had the keeping of 
thoie of Leopoldo, and Fran" 
cefco Maria, the two Cardinals 
of Tufcany. 

* Salvini j Or. Fun. p. lO andtr. ' 

• ■ C 2 And 
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tip :■ ^<f LIFE of 

Andr ,yet .even all this did 
did. not fatisAr his extenfiye ap- 
petite jr for pnfe who knew him 
well told me, '* One may fay^ 
"that he -had fead almoft all 
" books ;" By which as he ex- 
plained himlelf,. he m^ned the 
greateft part of thoie printed 
before his time*, and all in it t 
For it was Utterly ; a general 

* Salvini goes farther, for he fays ; *♦ Non 
« viera mim«(Rlibrrtlo, di'«gU flbn Gtno&s^." 
Or. Fm. p.-iK. ,.And Crefcembeni, (peaking of 
a difpute whether a certain poem had ever been 
printed or not, concludes it hadnot, **^Becau& 
•** Mapliabechi had never fcen it." I/ioria 
dtlla Volg. Pw. T. 4. p. 23. 

J cuftom, 
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Sign'^MAOLlAmCHL 21 

cuftotti) ' not only' ambng* die 
authors, but the printers too of 
thioiiL times, to make him a pre-^ 
fent, of a oopy of whaterpr 
ihxy publifhed ; which, by the 
way, muft have been a oon- 
iiderable help towards die:vei)r 
large collcdtion of books, which 
he himfelf made. . 

To read fiach vaft numbers 
as he did, k^ 'Utterly made 
ufe of a method as extraordi- 
nary,* kb any thing I' have 
hid^i^rtio mentioned of' him. 
When a book firil came irito 
■ ■> his 
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22 The LIFE of 

his hands, he would look the 
title piage all over,- then dip here 
and there in the p*e^ce, dedi- 
catidn, and advotifements, if 
there were any; and then caft 
his eyes (Hi each of the divif^ons, 
the different iedions, or chap-^ 
ters^ and then he wopld be 
able for ever . to know what 
that book contained: For he 
remembered as ileadilyi as he 
conceived rapidly,' 

It was after he j had taken 
to this way of fore-fhoi^efiing his 
reading, if I may :be allowed fo 

odd 
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%»^- MAGLIABECHI. 223 

odd an expreflion ; and I think, 
I rather may, becaufe ht con- 
ceived the matter aknoft as 
compleat^^r in this (hort way, 
as if he had read it at full 
length ; that a prieft who had 
compofed a panegyric on one of 
his fevorite faints, brought it 
to Magliabechi, as a preferit. 
He read it over the very way 
above mentioned ; only the title 
pagej and the heads of the 
chapters; and then thanked 
him very kindly, " For his ex:* 
" cellent treatife." The authw, 
in fomfe pain, afkfed him, " whe- 

"thcr 
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24 . T^hi LIFE of 

" ther that was all diat he in-» 
" tended to read of his book ? " 
Magliab«chi Gooly; anfwered, 
** Yes 5 for I know very well 
" evciy thing that is, in it." 
My author for this a^iecdote 
endeavoured to account for it 
in the following manner. Magt 
M ABE CHI, fays he, knew aU 
that the writers before had laid 
of this laint \ he knew this 
particular father's turn and cha- 
rader ; and ficoni thenqe judged^ 
what he woi^ld chufe out of 
them, and what he would omit. 
If this way of accounting i<x 

fo 
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%»"• MAGLIABECHI. 25 

fo extraordinaiy a thing may not 
feem fatisfadoiy to fbme, it 
mufl at lead be allowed to be 
ingenious by all. 

Magliabechi had a locd me- 
mory too of the places where 
every book flood ; ais in his 
maftcr's fhop at firft, and in 
the Pitti, and feveral other li- 
braries afterwards: And &enis 
to have carried this Luther, 
than only in relation to thecol- 
le^ons of books with which he 
was perfbnaUy acquainted. Oiie 
day the Great Duke fent for 
D him 
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iiim aftea- hfe was his. librariaji, 
jco afk. jbiin .whether he could 
^tt h^n a book tl^t was partis 
cularly fcarce. ■ " N9, Sir,;' an- 
fwered Magliabechi, " it is 
/5 impoffible ; i for there is but 
.** one in the worl^.; that is in 
." the Grand Signior'^s Jibraiy af 
/;* Cpnftanpjapple, ,..a^^ i& the 
"fevai^f ^Qpk 9^ the. i^cond 
..**ihelf , on th^ V^^ hajid as 



c: 



,..; Though :Maguab^chi muft 

.h^e liy^iib ^fedentary a. Hfe, 

with fw^l^jwif intei^j^d'alnp^ 

. ,; ; ;' perpetual 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



-5'/^«''-:MAGLlABiECHI. 27 

perpetual' application to books', 
yet he arrived to a good bid 
age^ He died in his cighty^r 
firft year, on July 14, 17 14*. 
By his will he left a very lin6 
library, of his own colleAion, 
for the ufe of the public, witfi 
a fund to niaintain it ; and 
whatever fliould remain over, t<> 
the poor. 

He was not an ecdeiiaftic^ 
but chofe never to marry ; and 
was quite tiegjigent, or rather 

f ^ 
♦ Lavocat; ^in his Dj£HonnaIre Hiftorique 
Portatif. Alt. M'AGXiABEckl : Probably; frcrti^ 
Salvini's Or. Fun, p* 29. 

D 2 quite 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



28 Th LIFE of 

quite flovenly in his drefs. His 
appearance was flich, as mufl 
have been far from engaging the 
aiFe<5lion of a lady, had he ad- 
drefled himfelf to any ; and his 
face in particular, as appears by 
the feveral representations of 
him, whether in his bufts, me- 
dals, pi£hires, or prints, would 
rather have prejudiced his fiit^ 
than advanced it: He received 
his friends, and thofe who came 
to conflilt him in any points of 
litterature, in a civil and oblig- 
ing manner ; though in general 
he had almoil the air of a ia- 
. vagc. 
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iSV^^'^ MAGLIABECHI. 59 

vage, and even ^e^cd it ; to- 
gether with . a cinical, or con- 
temptuous finile*, which Icarce 
rendered his look the more a- 
.greable. Salvini himfelf, juft 
.after . he has been (peaking of 
his perfbn, cannot help think- 
ing of the II iatjTS that Socrates 
was compared to of old. 

In his manner of living, he 
affeded the charader. of Di- 
ogenes 5 three hard e^, and a 
draught or two of wat^r, was 
his ufual repaft. When any 



* Or. Fun. p. 13. 
g Ibid, p. 18. 



one 
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one went to fee him, they^moft 
ufually found him lolling in a 
fort of fixed wooden cradle, in 
the middle of his ftudy, with 
a multitude of books*, ibriie 
X thrown in hcaj)s, and odiers 
fcattered about the flobr,^ aH 
round him ; and this his cradle, 
or bed, was attached to the 
neareft piles of books by a num- 
ber of cobwebs; At their en- 
trance, he commonly ufed to 
call out to them ; ** Not to hurt 

X He ufed ibmetlmes. ;to loll &nd lfl«ep upon 
piles of them : *' Cui Ictto erano i libri," fays 
Salvini, ♦* e fopraeifi, (chi 1 credera?) ripbfava." 
Or. Fun. p. 27. 

« his 
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%«^- MAGUABECHI. 31 

" his fpiders ! " From this fingle 
anecdote we may conclude, that 
where a great friend of his com- 
mends him for his " gentillez- 
" za II ;" it mufl be xmderftood, 
of his obligingnefs in anlwering 
any queftions that were put to 
hina in litterary affeirs ; and not 
of. the gentee^npfs of his perfbn 
or behaviour, in general. 

Maqliabechi, was early made 
a member of The ARCAPI^ 
a focicty eftablifhed at Rome, 

I " ApprefTo 1' incomparabile, c per lapere-e 
*« per gentillczza, Antohio Macliabechi." 
Crtfc. T. 3. p. 207. 

toward 
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32 The LIFE of . 

toward the end of the laft cen- 
tury, for the revival of true 
tafte, in poetry, eloquence, and 
the polite arts. Moft of the 
eminent people all over Italy, 
and many of other countries, 
are enrolled in it ; and though 
of fo much later date than 
many of the other academies in 
Italy, there is fcarce any one of 
them, perhaps, that can boaft 
the names of fb many kings and 
princes, or popes and cardinals, 
as appear in their lift. Their 
ailembUes and games have % for 

t Ever Hnce the ye«r 1726. 

many 
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A^//'^ ^lAGUABECHI. 33 

inanjr years been kept in a 
theatre built on purpofe for 
them in the gardens, now be- 
longing tp the King. of Naples, 
o^ the Paiatine-hiH in Rome. 
It is here too that they have 
uiied, aimpfl: ever : fince their 
inflitwtion, to. fet up memorial 
infoaptions to Ipipe of t^ 
mbft .worthy of their ^embers. 
Tihere is one to Magliabec^i, 
in the fotirth .ye^ of the fix 
hundred and twenty-fifth Qlyrgcr 
piad, for they have revived that 
antient way of reckoning, iii 
which he is ftiled ; ** Their 
E ** cbun- 

• • • • 
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" counfellor, or oracle, in att 
" forts of learning || ." 

Crefccmbeni, the great pro- 
moter and foul of this fociety 
for fo many years, and § pre- 
fident of it % from it's firft 
eflablifhment, to the end of 
his own life, has given the world 
a: fuller account of thefe Ar- 
cadians, than is any where elfe 
to be met with, in his hiftory 
of Italian poetry. He was a 

II OMNIGENAE ERUDITIONIS CON- 
itJLTO. 

■ § Cuftdde. : ' , 
.% From 1690, to 1728. 

particular 
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particular || friend of Maplia- 
bechi ; with whom he got aq-. 
quainted, when he was obHged 
to go into Tufcany for his 
health. He ipeaks of him fre- 
quently in his hiftory juft men*- 
tioned, and never without fomc 
encomium. It is fufficient, I 
think, to fay here, that among 
(o many, and Co various com- 
mendations, the lowed title 

n Crefcetnbeni was at Florence in 1699, 
where he got acquainted with Buonarroti, Sal* 
vini, Accolti, and Averani } «« Uomini tutti," 
fays my author, *(e per chiara hmz, e per ec- 
** cellenza di dottnna, molto illuftri ; e fopn 
<• ogni altro, da Antonio Maqi-iabechi." 
Mancurti, 

E 2 which 
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which he ever -gives him, is 
that of " the eminent M^^glia- 

**BECHi:t:.'* 

Moreri § fays, " That he was 
** famous all over Europe, fot 
** his great knowledge in books-, 
'^* and in litterary hiftory :*' And 
:Lavocat§, ** That he Was con- 
" luhed by all the learfied iii 
** JEurbpe ; arid highly com- 
" mended by them. all.". And 

t, " Dall in%ne Antonio Magliabechi." 
T. 3. p. 44. The other generally run thus : 
*' Eruditiffimo." T. i. f>. 201. " D degniffimo." 

T. 4. 105. " il celebratiilitno." T. 2. p. 410. 

« r incomparabile." T. 4. p. 26. 

, §§ See his article in th^ir diAionaries. 

the 
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fhe ibovfc cited Crcfcembem con- 
fettif whit is &d by both 6f 
them ; dtid adds J, « That as H^ 

* cannot find out any commen- 

* d^tibtt proportioned to his im- 

* meiife eruption, after {o many 

* that havfe been beftowed upoii 

* him by the mioft learned per- 
' fbns of his thnes^ he fhould 

* chuie t» repeat that of one of 

* the moft eminent among them, 

* Cardinal Norris, who in one 
' of his works calls him § , " The 
"moft learned man, and the 

% Iftoria deila Volgar Poefia. T. i. p. 187. 

§ ** Eruditidiitnuh), et ubique non b'arbara- 
*<-ram gentium laudatiffimum virum." 

"moft 
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" moft applauded in all nations 
",of the world, which are not 
'* inhabited hj barbarians,? . 

Salvini made his flineral ora^ 
tion, in the Florentine acade- 
my; by which Magliabechi 
had been chofen for their fecre-r 
tary annually, for feve^. years 
* before his death : And even in 
the midft of that aflcmbly of 
fo many learned and eminent 
men, calls himf, "Theprin- 
" cipal ornamenit pf Jiis coun- 
" try." The whole fpeech con- 

* Or. Fun. p, 26. t Ibid, p. 4, 

fifts 
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lifts of cibmplimeiits to his me- 
rit, or excufes for what might 
ieem amifs in him ; and in the 
courfe of it, he gives hiih the 
titles of " The great Maglia- 

" BECHI I II" ** The univerial 

library J ; " " A prodigy of 

learning! §"~and ibme others, 
which may po'haps found better 
in Italian, than they would in 
Englilh. 

Thus lived and died Mag- 
LiABECHi, in the midft of the 

I RiJ. p. 5. t P- 17« S P* *3' 

public 
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public applmle; and j^ith fuck 
^ j^filuence,. for all tjie., Jatter 
pajrt.pf Jtds life, ^ yei^rfew.^er 
ibijisJifyrejRyjsj: px^cured by their 
koowiedge pi le^jfning. ; 
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Mr, H I L L, 

ROBERT Hill, fbn c£ 
Robert and Phaebe Hill, 
was bom January ii, 1699, 
at Milwell, a little, .village of 
only three or four houfes, near 
Tring in HertfordiHre. His 
mother's, maiden name was 
Clark J fhe loft her hufband 
F within 
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within the year ; returned to her 
own family at Milwell ; and a- 
bpijt five years after, was mar- 
rted to Thomas Robinfbn, a 
taylor at Buckingham. On her 
going thither, fhe left our Ro- 
bert, the' only foil of her firft 
marriage, with his grand-mo- 
ther at Mifwell ; who taught 
him to read, and lent. him fo 
fchool for Icven or eight weeks 
to learn to .write ; wKich ,was 
all the fchooling Kc ever had. 
In the year 1 7 1 o, {he .removed 
with her family, from Mil^ell to 

.Tring-grove ; where little, Ror 

- . - ■ 1 ' ' 

• ,: BERT 
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BERT was employed ih driviptjg 
theploijgh, and. other fcouptr)? 
buiinef^, for his .uncle, ^xxi 
they finding this rather too muah 
fer his . qonftitution^ which wM 
but weakly, thought an esSy 
trade would be better for him ;. 
and fo bound him (1714) ap-[ 
{i^entice to his fathear-in-laWy 
Robinfonj the taylor, at Buck- 
ingham. . 

It w^ about two years after 
{ 1 7 1 6) he W3S prentice, that 
he firft. happened to get an im- 
perfect Accidence and Gram- 
F 2 mar, 
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fnar, and about three quarters 
of a Littletons didkmary, into 
his poflHIion. FroM the iirft 
moment of io great an acqut- 
£itlon, he was reading whenever 
he could ; and as ^diey Would 
icarce allow him any time from 
his work by day, he ufed to 
procure candles as privately ks 
he could) .and indulge himf^f 
in the violent paflion he had for 
reading, for good part of the 
nights. He wanted greatly, to 
learn Latin ; why, does not ap- 
pear: For he himfclf does not 
remember any other reaibn for 

it 
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itatpFefcnt, dian. that he might 
be able to read a few Latin 
epitaphs in their church. How- 
ever .that be, ■ this purTuit of 
his. was fbon interrupted ( 1 7 1 7): , 
hy the ihiall-pox coming into 
Buckingham, and growing £> 
violent there, that his friends 
fent him to Tring-grove; and, 
in the hurry,, his books were 
left behind hini. At the Grove, 
he was tmploytd ki keying 
his uncle's ^eep; and fyeaks 
of that xxrcupatidi in as high 
a ftile of happinefs, as the ro- 
mance-writers talk of their Ar- 
cadian 
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cadian.fwainis: But wHat made 
it fo happy to him was, as he 
himielf exprcfles: it^ " That he 
*' could lye under a hedge, and 
" read all day long." His ihidy 
here confifted onfy of the Prac- 
tice of Piety,' the Whole Duty 
of Man, and Mauger's French 
grammar. Thefe' he read over 
and over fo often, that he had 
them almoft all by heart; and 
has a great deal of them ftill. 
He ilayed there a year and a 
quarter ; and on his return to 
Buckingham (17 19) , he : ivas 
Iiighly delighted at feeing, his 

old 
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old friend the Latin grammar 
again ; and immediatel)? r»iew- 
ed his acquaintance with it. 
In this ^ond attempt of his 
for Latin^ he was aflifted. by 
fome of his play-fellows among 
^e boys at the free-fchool at 
•Buckifigham» He woidkl do 
aayt^thing that^was.in his power 
to fenve them, l if they would 
tell him the. Englifk of fuch 
v^ords, or fiich rules in his gram^ 
mar, as he ^^uhd tiie moft dif- 
ficult to underfland : And by 
fudb ilow and kbofioius means^ 
enabled himfelf to read a good 

part 
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pait of a Latin teftament which 
he had piircha^, and a Ceeiar's 
commentaries, that had been 
given him, .befcGDe he was out 
of his apprenticefhip. 

Soon afttt: he Was . out of 
his time, he married (1721); 
and had Horacre and a Greek 
teftament added to his books, 
by the goodncfe of a gentleman 
for whom he was at work. As 
he could not bear to have a 
book in his hands, that he could 
not read ; he no fboner received 
the latter, than he refblved to 

learn 
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learn Greek: And that very 
evening, communicated his de- 
fign to a young gentleman, with 

whom he was acquainted ; who 
gave him a Greek grammar, 
and promifed to afUft him as 
far as he could in his defign. 
Hill ufed to teach him to fifh ; 
and he ufed to help on Hill 
in his firft great difficulty of 
acquiring, the Greek language : 
And when he loft that fiiend, 
which he did very fbon, for he 
died very young, he had the 
good fortune to be affifted, much 
more materially, by another. 

G In 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



50 Tie LIFE of 

In the mean time, as his 
wife proved a very good breeder, 
he found it neceflary to do 
fomething to add to his income ; 
and therefore fet up for a fchool- 
mafter* (1724), as well as a 
taylor; and had (o good fuc- 
cefs, that he had generally up- 
wards of fifty fcholars, for the 
fix or feven years that he prac- 
tifed it. However, there were 
fbme difficulties that he met, 
with, in his new employ. He 
had fcarce been in it half a year, 

* ForR«itding> Writing and Aritlunetic. 

when 
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whefi a lad well advanced ift 
ianothef fchool, returned home 
'to Buckingham to go to his. 
In tkt firfl convarfation, Mr- 
Hill found, that this new fcho- 
lar of his was got to decimal 
fradtioiis; whereai he himfejf 
was bi;t but lately entered, and 
that but a little way, into di|- 
vifion. This was a terrible cm^- 
barafsmient, at firftj but Mi*. 
Hill took the following me- 
thod of difentaftgling himfelf 
from it } he let las young mail 
to copying out the- tables of dc- 
cim:^ fractions, from Wingate 5 

G 2 which 
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which engaged him for about 
iix weeks : And in the mean 
time, he himfelf applied (b hard 
to his Arithmetic, that he made 
himfelf mafter of decimal frac- 
tions, before that time was ex- 
pired ; but to do this he was 
forced to fit ve^ the .^ateft 
^art of eycry night in, the inr 
-terval^ Another cafe, that gave 
liiiji a good deal of trouble, wa5 
one of his fcholars being attack- 
ed by fome popifh neighbours, 
.(1726) in order to make a con- 
vert of him. This Mr. Hill 
could not fufFer j and was led by 

it 
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•it into a paper war with |i one of 
their priefts, which continuing 
Jor near two years, without any 
.oth^ fuecels than faWng his 
;fchdkr ; for as to the twp cpm- 
ijatants, they .diiputed on^.^s 
iuiualf without: any manner of 
convifiUbn on either fide... . 

About two years after ^Ir. 
HUL -had loft his firft wife 
(1730) he married his fecoind. 
She was a widow, iijid was looked 

II A man of coiifiJerable chzm&tt among 
them, and fuppofed Ho be zbUhdp; wbd Hv- 
cd, at that time with Sir Thomas Throck- 
morton. 

upon 
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upon'as a fortune, fof (he thought 
iim ta great iriaily goodi : But 
not long after they were mar- 
ried, he found his goods con^ 
tinually decreafing, one diing 
iafter anothef , and him(klf in* 
volved in federal debts; which 
fhe had contra&ed. She was 
a bad woman in all refpeds; 
and he fullered fo iniicih from 
her and her extravagances, that 
before they had lived two years 
together, the: debts (he had 
brought upon him obliged him 
to refolve to quit Buckin^am > 
and to travel and work about 

the 
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the country, in his bufinefs as a 
taylor and ftay-maker. He fet 
out for his travels on an Eafter- 
day (1732); as indeed there 
was but one day in any week, 
that he could fet out on i and 
fb^yed at diiFerent towns, in 
feveral counties, according as 
bufinefs offered, and his owq 
iafety would permit. 

Some time befcfe he fet out^ 
he was feized with a violent paf+ 
fion (qx learning Hebrew ; for 
which he can give no other rea- 
fbn, than that he had feen feve7 

ral 
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ml quotations in that language^ 
in an Englifli book of controver- 
fyj, which he had httn ftudy- 
ing for fome time. How very 
laborious a thing muft it be, to 
purine one*s firft ihidies in any 
language or icience. without a 
fingle friend to give one any 
advice? And how unavoidable 
often to loofe one's, way, in fuch 
unknown paths, without a guide ? 
The grammars he had for the 
three firft years of this purfuit, 
were none of the beft, they 

% The works of Mr. Weemfe, formerly one 
of the Prebends of Durham. 

helped 
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hdpcd him but poorly: His 
confulting with fbme trave^g 
Jews, that he happened to meet 
with in his wandering, was to 
very little purpofe; and thore 
Was one tfifficulty J.in particu- 
lar, a fislution of which he had 
been hunting after for the great- 
;eft part of that time, without 
receiving any help either Jfroin 
-his bodes, or other enquiries. 
A purfuit fo ' tedious, and £o 
often hsdSied, at lafb quite tired 
out even his patience j and one 

X The diiFerence of pronouncing the two 
vowels fo alike,, camstz and CameT- 

SCATTER. 

H day, 
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day, . in a mixture of pafHon 
and ddpair, he parted with the 
books he had hitherto. vfed tD 
la/Iift hipi (1735) , as weak and 
viniuiHcient friends. -However, 
this proved only a iudden guft 
^paiHdn; and his fettled eagw- 
nefs for conquering the Hd)rew 
language (qon returnod ag^n^ 
and grew a$ ftrong as.evei- upon 
hira. , So9ie , time aftci: therer 
fore he got Junius's grammar, 
to try whether that could unt- 
rayel his former difficulty ; but 
hunted it over and over, in vain. 
His next acquifition was a large 

one; 
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one; that of thirteen Hebrew 
txx)ks together, which he bought 
for as many fhillingsi at Read- 
ing. Among thcfe was Sten- 
nit's grammar ( 1 7 3 7) > which im- 
mediately cleared up the diffi- 
culty, that had engaged and 
perplexed hitn for fo many years. 
After this, he went on quite 
fuctefsfiilly, and met with no- 
diing but conqueft after con- 
queft ; and confequently,' the 
latter part of his d^els muft 
have gone off much more j^ea- 
fingly with him, than the for- 
mer. 

H 2 AU 
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All this \}rliile, it was ne- 
ccflaiy that the places of his re- 
fidence fhould be concealed; 
which prevented his keeping up 
any correlpondence with his 
friends at Buckingham ; fo tha^ 
death had been fo good as to 
eafe hinj of his greateft em- 
barafsment, his wife,- two or 
three years before he h^d of 
it. She had, as he himfelf al- 
loM^, one child, and as fhe uied 
to affirm, two by him ; but the 
parentage of the latter was wcty 
equivocal. However, I think, 

they 
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they- both died foon after their 
mother. 

On the news of this his re- 
lief from a Confbrt who did no- 
thing but add to his imhappi- 
nefs and difficulties while fhe 
lived, he returned January 31, 
1 744, JV. S. to Buckingham. In 
the courfe of his travels he had 
left parcels of books ! in feveral 
places, and coniiderable ones 
infome; fo that he came home 
with no more than five or fix, 
the chief of which was ar He- 
brew bible, and Mayr's, gram- 
mar. 
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mar. There he fetded him- 
felf again in his firft occupation 
of taylor and ftay-maker ; which 
anfvvered all his purpdfes very 
well for four or five years, in 
which Ipace he procured- books 
for his ufe, in Latin, Greek and 
Hebrew: But marrying a third 
wife { 1 747), who proved as good 
a breeder as his firft, he began 
to be involved again in diiHcul- 
ties ; not by any fault of hers, 
for he Ipeaks of her as of the 
beft of women ; but in the for- 
mer part of the time, fi-om the 
increaie of his family ; and in 

the 
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the latter, from the uncommon 
deamef^ of thin^, and hard- 
nefe of the times^ 

Though Mr. Hill . in his 
whole courle of. getting the 
three learned languages, had en- 
deavoured to keep his acquifi- 
tion of them as much a fccret 
as he could ; it could not be 10 
wholly concealed, but that there 
was fome talk of it. In par- 
ticular, at this period of his 
life, it was rumoured about the 
country j " That he could read 
" the Bible in the fame books, 
** and the lame ftrange figures, 

" that 
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" dbat the trayeHmg Jews did." 
Upon hearing this, avetywor*- 
thy clergyman in the neigUbeiurr 
hood of Buckingham, whenMr. 
Hill happened to he working 
one. day at his honfc in tljie way 
of his trade, jpiit a queftion to 
him ("i 748) , ' relating to, a diffi- 
culty in the New Teftaihent * ; 

* ••f P^ayRoBI^?,"/^jlyS the Doftor, '.'can 
*' you folve the difficulty pf St. Peter,, calling 
«th« firtje perfon tW fdn" of Sbs6K, Ivhom 
** Mofes. calls the fon of Beor f " Hji.j,'g m- 
fwer was j " That he did not know of- anydif- 
*« ficulty in it; drat thejr were both one afid the 
" fame^ame ^ BosbR- in tbp Ghaldaic jjrqoouiv- 
'" ciatioo being exactly the fame with Beor ip 
*« tht Hebrew." 2 Epi^. of Si. Petn-y c. 2. 
w. 14} tmdNumberSi C.73:.. v.^. '• • ' . '* 

which 
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which he anlwered (o rdadil]^^ 
znd{o f\Myi that he took a 
'liking tahim, and has been his 
i&iend ever fince. 

The' feme gentleman ibme 
Jrears after fent Mr. HiLt 
THE ESSAY ON SPIRIT^ 
faid to be written by the late 
Bifhop ^6f Clogher in Ireland j 
and defired him to write iddwn 
his thoughts on that piece, as 
they occurred to him in reading 
it. He did ib ', and I am told 
by thole who underftand He- 
brew, for which theie was fre- 
I quent 
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Qiient occafitKn iii xhofk ih(^T^ 
iraLtions, that o\ir ^lutoJbl^ Tayr 
ibr has! proved his JLOrd^iip to 
be in the wropg An feyeral of 
his quotations and aflertions in 
jhafwork, • This wast the firft 
piece of; Mr* Hill's, that wai 
^er printed, (i 753). The iiC3«t 
thiftg the fanie gcQtkfla^ em- 
ployed him about, iivasjtowrit^ 
a paper, agginft the Papifts, 
whpfe emiflarie^ were then verjr 
bufy in thofe parts, in which, 
^r. Hill endeavoured to:£how^ 
that feveral of the moft impor-« 
tarit and favprite dodrines of 

the 
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the church of Rome are novel 
inventions ; and con&quchtly, 
that.'itisJthey) and not we, than 
are the. innovators.. About the 
fiune time, or mther in the in, 
terval betwieen thcfe two^ Hill 
wrote, Tie, CbaraSiervf a Jewi 
^fhsBi the bill for naturalizii]^ 
that pec^Ie .was in agitation:* 
Xhisihe j&yis )y4s the b^ thing 
he ever wrote, and was theleaft 
approved of. And laterly, he 
has written Criticifms onr J'OB^ 
m.five iheets; which, I think, 
is the largeft of all his works. 

,, I 2 According 
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, Aocordii^ to his own ac-: 
eount, Mr. Hill was taken up 
ieven years in getting Latin ^ 
and twice as long in getting 
Gredc : But as to the Hebrew, 
he fays, he himfelf would now 
oig^e to teach it to any body 
of tolerable parts, and with very 
inoderate' 1| aJ)plication, in iilc 
weeks. . • - 

\ 

He lays he has read, he be- 
lieves, twenty Hebrew gram- 

H At an hour, eachmornit^j and another, 
each afternoon. 

mars; 
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mars; and is now writing one 
himrdf: In which, fort of fub-^ 
jcdl he feems likely to fucoeed 
better: than iii any other; bcr 
caufe it has been the moil gene-* 
ral ftudy of his life. Mayr's 
gfiamfnar he thi|^ !A^uch. the 
beft of . all he has read : Ho 
thj^efone ,in$ends to buil4. hk 
chidlyupoa Mayr's;^ as May^ 
himfelf did on that of Cardie 
n^ Bellarmine.' 

: He thinks) he. OQuld Ceach 
the Hebrew language, even at a 
difence, by way of letters i 

that 
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that fixi or feven, wouM be 
fufficient: And that even the 
prc»K>unciati(»i oi it, as it is a 
dead ^nguage, ^ might be taught 
the lame way. > 

It was the worthy clergyiaiati 
who -firft employed and en- 
couraged him (1753) , -who ki- 
forihed me of him as a great 
curiofity : And on -my expef- 
fing how glad I fhould be to 
fee and talk with him, was io 
good- as to invite him to -his 
houfe, when I Was to dme there; 
I found him a niodeft good ibrt 

of 
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of iiian} and: have had irioft 
of the partieulars ' bcfo^-meri- 
tioaed from ;' his : owh i mouth. 
When I was fi^arig; to hipi, a* 
mong other, things 5 " That I 
" ^a$.;afraid ,his; ftudies, muft 
** ha(V€ -brok* in upon his other 
*' hwfinefe ^oo'm-uch : " He iaid, 
" That fonietsunds they hady a 
".fittjc; . but thlt hisufiial wajr 
"had been to (It up vety* <fce?f» 
" into the nights, or clfe to rife 
" by two or three in the mom^ 
**ing, on purpofe to get time 
"for ■ reading, without ; preju- 
" dicing himfelf in his trade." 

This 
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This ^ows hislppudencie and iti>> 
duftry ; and indeed that^ he - is 
^moftihdefktigable in any point 
that he ftfongly aims at, -appears 
from his manner of acquiring 
each of the three learned lail- 
guage«i, as above deibiibed. I 
have heard; him fay *, " That it 
** is very hard work foiflctitoe^ 
** to catch a- Hebrew r^y.iiut 
^ that he never- yet hiMitidaftet 
^* one, which he did noficiaftch 
** in the ehd^" I beKcve hfe triay 
iaffiiin the fame in evet-y.tJnng 
which he has attempted ; fc* his 
application and attentioio feem 

to 
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to be beyond any thing that one 
can well conceive of it; with- 
out having obferved him in the 
procefs of his (ludies, as I have 
•done. 

He is a. vaft admirer of St. 
Jerome; thinks him as fine a 
writer as Cicero ; and that no 
body ever could excel him in 
eloquence. Yet he fays, " That 
" he is not obliged to any onfe 
"writer, near to all others put 
" together,, for fo many Ughts, 
"as he has had from Father 
"Srnion." 

K As 
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As his fhidies h^y&lain^^Iiief-r 
ly in ^gm^ges, . e^^pkining .text$ 
of, Scripture, and c(Mitr6v»fial 
divinity ; he himfelf is not luir 
fond of difputing. In particu- 
lar, he thinks the followers of 
Mr. .Hutchiiifon wrong in at- 
moft every thing they advante*;- 
and feid, " He woijld gQ as far, 
** and almoft with, as much plear 
" fure, as he can^e to fee me, 
"to.difpyte with a Hutchinfo- 
** nian :" And his journey to 
me was near fixty miles ; and 
that, poor man! on foot. ;> 

Though 
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Thoi^h. the relation ^yhp 
firfl ipftru6te4 him, and fur- 
nished him with the few book,s 
he had at Tring-^ovCj was aji 
Anabaptift; he himfelf i?, and 
always has. been, a moft zealoi^ 
ion of the church of England'jj 
and feems to think, that any 
'thing's being, inferted in our 
liturgy, or any points being 
held by our church, is a flijOfi- 
cient argument of itfelf, for it's 
being true. 



K 2 Poetry 
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Poetay has now and then 
come in for part cff his diver- 
fion in reading ; and in parti- 
cular, he had a Horace, and 
the Epiftles of Ovid, among his 
books very early ^ ' But among 
them all, his chief acquaintance 
have been Homer, Virgil and 
Ogilby ; and yet as to Homer, 
he had gone no farther than his 
Hiad (1758); which he had 
read over many times. The 
iirft day after he came to me, 
he defired to fee the Odyfley ; 
which I put into his hands. Both 

in 
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in the origixiial, and in Mr. 
Pope's tranflation. He was 
di^rmed with them- both ; but 
faid, "He did not knqw hpyf 
^* it was, but that it r^ad finer 
.''to him: 'in the lattetr 4ian.l^ 
-«. joiner himfeif." , On this^ 
he was defirpus of treading i^e 
more of Mr. Pope : I pointed 
him to the Eflay on Criti- 
cifm ; this charmed him ^ftill 
more; and he called.it, "The 
"wifeft ppem he had evo" 
"read in his whole life," Be- 
fore ow parting, I made him 
a prcfcBt of one or two. poems, 

and 
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and above -a hundred wdght 
of faAers and polemid divinity. 
I dare fay 4ic wfll go -b^ 
every line 6( themj^ and^ in- 
deed, he declared that I had 
'iK)w fumifhed -him with read- 
ing at his Idfere hours fitua 
work,, for thefe feven years. 



It was but laft April that 
he was with nie ; ' fo having 
brou^t down the little cir- 
cumftances of' his life almoft 
to the prefent time, I have no^ 
thing more to add/ than thfc 

Comparifon 
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Comparifbn between him and 
Magliabechi : Which, to fay 
the truth, was the principal, 
and ahnoft only reafbn, for my 
writing thdr lives. 
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THE 

COMPARISON 

of' 
Sign*' Magliabechi 

•AND- 

r 

Mr. H ill. 

Now as to the two per- 
fons whom I have cho- 
fen to compare together, in the 
mamier of that great and good 
L philofbpher 
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philofbpher Plutarch ; and who 
do not yield more in dignity 
to the great law-givers, and ge- 
nerals ' and heroes, ' which - are 
uftialjy the fubjeft of his enqui- 
ries, than I do in abilities to 
/p celebrated a writ^ among the 
antients : We may obferve how- 
ever, in the firft place, in com- 
mendation of both of them, 
that they were of low birth ; 
and acquHred what ever they 
.did. ^pqvirej' almoft -wit^tont asy 
.i^iEftance (from their > parents, 
.and ;entir]8ly without tl\e, con^- 
imon helps of educgtio^. Magt 

; LIABECHI 

...... . . ^ . i 
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-LiABECHi feems to have -never 
<bedi at any ichool gt all ; and 
Hill was at bnecMily for twe 
Aiondisi • They were -their own 
&hool-mafters ; and ahnoft as 
AintaHght and unafHfled as the 
Saxon peafarit*, of whom we 
have lately had fo fuH an ac^ 
count in feveral of our public 
papers. '- - ..■.■■ i 

'■ Then again there is fome- 
thing extremely, odd in each of 
.them, in the beginning of their 

* John Ludwig, of Cofledaude ; a village^ 
m the neighixSurhbod of DrefdcA. * 

L 2 applica- 
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application to ftudy. jEiitL has 
no fooner • got a Ladn book, int^ 
.his pofleffion, . than, he endea«- 
vours to learn Latin ; theveiy 
dajr he, is mailer ofa Greek 
book, he attempits that much 
more difiiqult Ullage ; and 
the bare feeing a few Hebrew 
paflages quoted, fets . him upon 
a third. But Magliabechi's 
beginning is yet flranger: For 
nothing can be more unaccount- 
able than lus fondneis of look-t- 
ing fo mudi on printed paper, 
before he could tell any one 
letter from another} and, as far 

as 
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M r ever hewr^, ' without ^y 
ftttenapt, or. thoughts, ,at firft, 
1^ diftii^iftiingf them, , 

; Theyl are:^ke tOQ>>m the 
.eagemcfs pf theja- purfuit, and 
the inteiiifcnfils of their applic^^ 
tictti, when once they hsjid begun. 
Hill w^s happy in lying iindey 
his hedge, and reading all day : 
And MA9LiAfiE,CHi loJIed.and 
rq^ for jEoany <l^ys together, 
in his cradle. : In the proceis of 
his fludies. Hill was forced 
often to rob himfelf of a great 
part of the' reft, more particu- 
^ ' larly 
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larly - wanted lor <Mie of- hh 
weakly-coofHtution, to carry on 
his enquiries ; antd I h^ve heax^ 
him fay, that he came to think 
three or four hours ileep very 
fuffident for a ni^t, after hfe 
had ufed himfetf to it for fome 
years. Magliabechi was not 
obliged to follow the fame prac- 
tice ; his bufinefs gave him more 
time for it, in the day; aiicl 
very little of that did he pafe^ 
widiout his eyes being fixed on 
fome book or other. 

The fuccefs of Mr. Hill in 
acquiring the three learned 

languages,- 
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languages, in the manner he 
did, is very extraordinary: But 
the extent of Magliabechi*s ac- 
quifitions isabfblutely amating; 
by the accounts given of him, 
he had read ahnoft every rfiiftg, 
remembered all hie had read, 
and had each part of it at hand 
to produce whenever he was con- 
fultfed about it. 

I doubt not but that it is 
the iame with the faculties of 
the mind, as it is with the limbs 
of the body, which ever is ex- 
ercifed much jnore than thejeft. 
■J ■' It 
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It. is apommoil.obfervation, and 
generally holjds througli .the 
whole fet, that a chairman's 
legs will be more rriufcular in 
proportion. than his arms;.!; and 
a rower's, arms,.. will .be itore 
;nu{^Uir than l^s legs: Jvil 
In the fame manner, if <Mie 
inan was to exendfe hisimar 
gination only, [which I fear may 
have been the cafe with iov^^ 
of oiH* poets J tli^t will grow 
ilronger and ftronger, but his 
judgment will become feeble f if 
another was to exercife only his 
judgment, as,happen& too often 

among 
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among the mathematiciaBs, the 
powers of his' imagination vniX 
pine and fade away ; and if a 
third was to employ his me- 
mory only, which I fear was 
too far the cafe of Maolia* 
BE CHI, his judgment by being 
negleded would grow weak and 
powerjefe. This, by the way, 
has made me often wonder at 
die praftice that prevails in moft 
of our ichools; in ibme of 
which, the mafters exercife die 
memory of their boys almoft 
perpetually, and fcarce ever find 
out any employ for their judg* 
M ments : 

Digitized by VjOOQIC ■ 



0d Tlye Comparifon, 

inents : Of wliich ftrange mifi» 
take, I have heard that ^%at 
genius and -poet frequently 
Q;)mplain, who fays fo happi- 
ly, as lie 4id every thing, in 
■one of his poems ; ^ i 

•* As on the land, while here the ocean gains, 
J^" In other parts, it lsave& wide fza^yj ^^s ; • 

" Thus in the foul whil« memor}^ prevails, 
'• '• The folid power of uriderftanding rails. 

" Where be^ms of warm iiaagirtati6rt.jJlay, '- 

" The mcniory's foft figure? mplt away [ ." , , 

/That it was thus in a^ great 
meafurewithMAGLiABECHi, his 
own admirers, are not unapt to 
iacknowfedge. One of whom 

II Mr^Pofe^iEffayonCriUcifm; ver. 58. 

'■''.' '• gave 
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^gave mehis chara<S^er in thefe 

tvwds J ** That lie was a man of 

t« no geiiiiiis,- and an infinite me^ 

•** rndry i'^ And another aileirts, 

^* That he could not talk on any 

'"fiibje<ft, as other learned men 

" ufually do ; io that' it was a 

" common faying- of him in his 

** own time; that he was alearn-- 

"** ed man among the bookfellers, 

"and a bookfeller among the 

' ** learned." HoWeirer, this niujfl; 

'ftill be allowed hfm that he haH 

forted thihgs, which is a pa!ftof 

judgment, as weU as temember- 

•ed the!m, from his giving- his 

M ;2 anfwer$ 
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an/wers fo readily : to, all who 
came to confiilt hiin on ip many 
various lubjeds. Yet after all, 
his knowledge in general was 
only litterary knowledge ; and 
his ipind was only, as it was 
called, a imiverfel index of titles 
and matter : And if one could 
fuppofe a mind annexed to the 
Catalogue of the Bodleian libra- 
ry, for inftance, in the whim- 
fical manner Dr. Swift has done 
fin his Battle of the Books, which 
ihould h^e an idea of all the 
-words and fubje^ts in .the feme 
order as they are there arranged ; 

it 
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it would) p^haps, be but too 
-like to tlie mind of Signor Mag- 

ilA»EQHI. '.■::.. 

, • ... t •. . 

Tp come t;o the points in 
which thejr are unlikjS, as well 
as tji9fe,:in which they agre^, 
[whicji is Plu^^chi's ufiial way 
too] the faculties of Mr. I^ill's 
mind are not fo much abforpt 
in that flngle (Hie of memory, 
as Magliabechi's were:' Nor 
was^ his .mind ioi .undiAinguifh- 
ing in it*s purfiiits: Maglia- 
BECHi feemsto have had no 
tafte for any one fcience more 

thao 
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than anodier* ; whereas Mr. 
Hill's firft aim wa&, the getting 
of languages ; and his Moft 
favorite fhidy fince, has been 
critical learning, the undeHland- 
ing his Bible, and his reKgibn. 
Infhort, I really begiii to fuf- 
pe<9:, that he is fitter to be a 
clergyman, thaii a tayloi*. ' 

* '* This is what is generally faiidof huii; and 
Salvhii himielf fays fo : 5' Non e^ajegfito ad al- 
** puna forte diftudi, in particolare :" But then 
Ke imroediately sUtds, ih apailsnthefis'i ^* Se non 
.*f voleffimb *dire della cognizione' dqlla lingua 
'* fanta, c delle cpntroverfie Ecclefiaftiche le 
** quail cgli fapeva prbfendamente.^ 'Or\ Fun. 
.j^ 14* If the latter wa^ really the* cafe,, how 
much would it ftrenghthen the parallel between 
)irm and Mr. Hill? 

Hill 
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■ Hill feems to have been the 
better <3iti2en-, in marrying three 
times ; and MaVsliabechi, per- 
hapS| was the wifer Student, in 
i>ot marrying at ill. 

Hill has the greater merit 
too, in under going fo much 
labour^ and fuch fatigues, with 
a very weakly conftitution ; 
whereas, Magliabechi's muf^ 
have been a very ftrong one*. 

* f" Noh lafciaivlo paf&re a]cun nunuzzolo 
" di tempo, . che egli no' 1 virtuo&mente imple- 
^' gafle : Al che &re niolto gli conferi la fua vita 
*' fobria^ e la compleffione robufta." Sahim'.i 
Or, /«»•/.. 17,——" Robufto, Indefeffo." /J. 
p. 27. 

:.•.-: .fix 
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In reputation, there is no 
comparifon to. be made between 
them: Magliabechi'^ was 
ipread all ov^r/ Europe in <his 
life time ; or rather if we may 
believe Cardinal Norris, all over 
the world : And Hill!s has 
little to do. but of Buckings 
!ham, *and a circle of fcajfce ten 
miles round it; and even there 
he is not much known, except 
perhaps to about half a dozen 
•clergymen and gentlemen, who 
are glad to fee him ; and give 
him ioTDR encouragement, now 
and then, to go on with his 
ftudies. When 
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When ibmc of the aiithoi^ 
above cited fpeak of Magx^ut 
BECHi's ' dviHty and humanity 
it muft be, a$ has been obferyed 
before, only meaned of his readit 
nefs in aniwering the queftions 
relating to learning, that werd 
fo often put to him. By \^ 
being compared fometimes to^^ 
Diogenes, one fhoul^ be apt tQ 
think that he wa« rather chur-r 
lifh, than, polite or humane J ii( 
his general turn, from what his 
great encomiaft lays of him, we 
may conclude that he was not 
apt to' Ihew any lively emo- 
N tions, 
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tions*, either of compaflicn for 
thefufferings,- or of joy ontlie 
iiiappinefs of his fello^v--creatures. 
Hill has very quick feelings for 
both : And I obferved in paiti- 
cvlar, that he had th^t t^der* 
nefs of heart, which I fliould 
imagine to be one of the greateft 
jiledures, • that pec^le of the 
Ihoft generous minds are the mo^ 
capable of ; and which^ perhaps, 
i^ one of the findl (ehlations al- 
lowed us, on diis fide of heaven. 
I was telling Inm <Mie day of the 

. . * ife fajrs be was, *< Sciolto da tutte quali- 
ty tati umanc) tutto dato, deftinato, dedicato, e 
*' per dir co^i, coti&crato allelettere> a i libri." 
Or. Fun. p. 12. 

fudden 
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bidden fhappin^fs of ,t^e famous 

coymng wh^t. Or vpndeiful pro> 
greis his: ibn |iad ^aade m the 
ftudy of Geometry, wi^ioiitthe 
help, eitl^sr of bcjoks, or sfiy. 
mafto* : . On . turning . f o him, J. 
i$(w his eyi^ y^e^e Hopded.; the 
te^s, ,^t ;1^, Reamed dowii 
his cheeks,. ; and. he cpu|d. not for 
ioEon mominits repover his yoace 
enough to expreis the joy he i^^ 
on {p happy a jurpcize .to. {q' 
good a father. ■ ' \ \ ■ ». 

I am vay fbrry thaf there is 

Hill one point remaining, in 

N 2 which 
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<vhich Hill is as ititicli Hulifce 
MAGLiABEcrii as in zhy of the 
preceedihg'. MAGLiABfegHi lir^ 
arid diedj ai hai beSia dre&dy 
faid," in v«ry <grelt affiiJenee j h6 
abounded in-lnoney, and kis ex* 
pences were very- imsdl,- except 
ioi books J whieh -hef regarded 
as bis trlieft treaftire *, - Whfereas 
poor Mr. Hill bas< generally 
lived in wantj and^ktely- more * 
Aan ieverw The very Mgh price 
€ven of the nioft n^ceflary pro- 
vi^ons for this and the lafl^year, 
have not only made it often dif- 
ficult for him to provide bread 

for 
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ibrhmi^ and his family.; but 
have in patt ftopt up even the 
ibur^es--;^ itj in leflening 1ms 
bulinef^. Buckingham is lio rich 
place, 4t-beft ^ and even there 
Jbiff vfe^«nel& lies , chiefly among 
: the lowcir ibrt of people > and 
. whentthefe are not able to pur- 
chafe iiie iocA that is neceilary 
fortiieiii, they mnot think of 
buyifig^aisw cloaths. This has 
reduc^'him fc- Very low, that I 
have 4)een informed, that he has 
paft'inkny and nmny whole diays 
in thii' ahd the former year, with- 
out tafting any thiihg but wa- 
' ter 
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tor and tobacco." He has a wife 
and four fmall children, the eldefl 
of them not aboye e^ht year? 
old: And what bread they could 
get, he oftcn'lpared from his own 
hunger, to help toward Ratifying 
theirs. People that live always 
at their eafe, do not know, and 
can fcarce conqeive, the dii^cui- 
ties o\ir poor haye bqen^ced to 
undergo, in t]iefe lat^hard times. 
He himielf afiured me, u|pp|i my 
mentioning this p^cujar tp him, 
that it was too true ; . " But ^las !" 
added he,. " it is not only;iuy 
" cafe, but has been that of hun-p 

"dreds 
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<* dreds in the town and neigh- 
" boiirhood of Buckingham, in 
**thelaft, and for the former 
" part of this year ; and I fear, 
** we muft make many more ex- 
**periments of the lame kind, 
" before it is at an end.'* 



Ujpon the whole ; I think we 

may fairly conclude, that they 

are both equal in merit, as to 

their induftry and application to 

their ftudies ; each feeming to 

apply to them, as much as he 

could : But of the two Mr. Hill 

is the more feniible and better 
man; and Magliabechi, the 

more 
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•moire extraordinary, die more 
applauded, and the more for- 
tunate. 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

IF anyone in this ageib juftly eminent ibr 
charities of alitioft all kinds, fhould be fo far 
moved with the diftrefs and neceflitics of fo wor- 
thy and indiiilrious a poor man, as to be inclined 
to help towards relieving him: They are humbly 
entreated to fend any prefent which they might 
wifli ift his* bands,, either to Mr. Richardfon, in 
Salifbury-court near Fleet-ftreet, London ; or 
Mefficurs Dodflay, bookfeUcrs in Pall-Mdl, 
Wcftminfter; Mr. Prince, at Ojrfbrd; Mr. 
Thiirlbpurn, at Cambridge; Meffieurs Hamil- 
ton and Balfour, at Edinburgh ;* Mr. Faulkner, 
<at Dublin) Mr. «Ov/en, at i^JTunbridge ^ Mn 
Leake, at Bath ; Mr. Cadel, at Briftol ; Mr. 
Hinxman, at York; Mr. Richardfon, at l)ur- 
ham ; Mr. Crigbton, at Ipfwich ; Mr. Chafe, 
at Norwich ; Mr. Burden, at Winchefter ; Mr. 
Collins, at Salifbury ; and Mr. Seeley, at Buck- 
ingham : And they may be ^ffured, that what- 
ever may be thus collefted, fliall be put to the pro- 
pcreft ufe for the fcr\'ice of him, and his femilv., 
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